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DEAR COLLEAGUES!
We invite you to take part in the International theoretical and practical conference devoted to actual problems of collecting, recycling and disposal of waste electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE), spent under the initiative of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of the Russian Federation, UNIDO Center of International Industrial Co-operation in the Russian Federation, JSC “Moscow Committee for Science and Technologies” and Fund “National Cleaner Production Center of UNIDO in the Russian Federation”. 
GENERAL DATA
The Russian Federation faces the challenge with the ever-increasing volumes of used consumer and industrial products and needs to undertake strong efforts to apply modern methods to reduce the negative environment impact and make possible the recycling and environmentally safe disposal of these products after their decommissioning.

During the last 15 years Russia has witnessed drastic changes in the volumes and compositions of solid wastes generated by industries and households. These structural changes are happening due increases in volumes and varieties of new products, mostly different electric and electronic industrial and consumer products, which are designed with the utilization of materials never widely used before.

As the urbanization continues to put on pace in the country, the management of used and decommissioned consumer and industrial products is becoming a major public health and environmental concern in urban areas of Russia. The landfills occupy huge territories around the cities, which could be used for other purposes. Illegal dumps contaminates nearby forests, lakes and rivers, where they are frequently disposed. 
The existing solid waste management practice displays an array of problems, including low collection rate and irregular collection services, mixing and dumping with municipal solid wastes and burning without any pollution control, thus loosing valuable secondary/recycled resources that could be efficiently used to the advantage of the environment and the local economy and producing more toxic wastes.
The typical cases of inappropriate practice of solid waste management could be represented on the examples of management of used electronic products.  The technical progress in communication devices, computers and other electronic devices makes companies and people change frequently their PCs, cameras, mobile phones, household and office equipments etc., which are, as a rule, either dumped or dismantled and recycled without proper environmental and health consideration, thus substantially increases volumes of wastes and creates more hazardous toxic wastes. Cartridges and non-rechargeable batteries are changed regularly and, as a rule, disposed with municipal solid wastes.

The electronic and electric equipment produced with utilization of many components like non-ferrous, precious, heavy, earth metals, different plastics and resins, magnesium, silicon, cadmium, vanadium, beryllium and their compounds, most of which could be harmful to the environment if improperly disposed. 
At the same time many components has some value and could be economically extracted, reused and recycled.

There are numerous cases when unqualified companies or individuals “fishing” only for most valuable components, like precious metals, dismantling them by environmentally unsafe methods and dumping to environment the remaining parts as well as process chemicals.  

The improper treatment and dumping of waste represents a health problem for workers who are exposed without any occupational safety measures to highly toxic substances whilst extracting valuable materials from EEW. 
The sources of EEW generation, apart from the population, are: service centers and repair workshops for electrical and electronic goods; warehouses of companies supplying electrical and electronic goods; educational institutions; medical institution; offices.
It is expected that the volumes of EEW will continue to increase with even higher rate because of increasing income of the population of the country and the progress of information technologies. 
The recently accepted national concept of the Russian Government of transition from analog to digital TV broadcasting will make all currently used analog TV sets obsolete. It is expected that only due to implementation of this concept the volume of EEW will be doubled by 2012.
There are some attempts to develop or procure technologies for treatment of these wastes, however, the lack of experienced professionals and research and development capacities leads to the selection of technologies inappropriate for the local climatic and economic conditions, financial and human resource capabilities, and social or cultural acceptability. They are often selected without due consideration to the environmental issues and their applicability in the overall solid waste management system. 

PURPOSES OF THE CONFERENCE
1. 
Consideration of the problems and its solutions connected with WEEE collecting, recycling and disposal in Russia and other countries.
2. 
Comparative analysis of legislative requirements in Russia and other countries.
3. 
Analysis of reliable information from Russian regions about current situation in WEEE collecting, recycling and disposal.
4. 
Acquisition of the information on the newest Russian and foreign developments in the field of WEEE collecting, recycling and disposal in order to create a reference database of technologies and companies working in this sphere.
5. 
Information exchange between potential customers and developers of technologies of WEEE collecting, recycling and disposal.
6. 
Search for the opportunities of introduction of the best available technologies in various regions of the Russian Federations.
7. 
Discovery of one or several Russian regions for pilot project on introduction of the advanced system of WEEE collecting, recycling and disposal.
BASIC DIRECTIONS OF THE CONFERENCE
Ecological aspects of WEEE management
 Basic sources and consequences of WEEE pollution
 Toxicological characteristics of WEEE. Monitoring systems of ground infection in places of WEEE gathering
 Ecological aspects of WEEE collecting, recycling and disposal
 Organization of management system of WEEE collecting, storage and recycling 

Legal aspects of WEEE management 
 
Legal basis of the Russian Federation in the field of WEEE management 
 Global experience of development, introduction and execution of legislative requirements on WEEE management
Problems of WEEE collecting 
 
Problems of WEEE collecting in Russia and other countries
 
Effective systems of WEEE collecting and problems of their introduction
 
Actions on regulation and stimulation of WEEE collecting
Modern technologies and scientific researches in the field of WEEE recycling, secondary use and neutralization
 
Modern technologies: application, advantages and disadvantages, ways of development
 
Scientific researches in the field of new technologies development and ways of their introduction
 
Search for best available technologies taking into account ecological, economic, technological and social aspects
New technologies and their application
 
Presentation of WEEE recycling new technologies and experience of their practical application
Subsequent activity: technology transfer and offer the projects
 
Reports of Russian regions and foreign countries representatives on monitoring systems of WEEE pollution and on existing systems of WEEE collecting, recycling and disposal 
 
Revealingand formulating of possible initiatives and cooperation projects
PARTICIPANTS
We invite to participate in the Conference:
· Representatives of government authorities;

· Representatives of the companies which are engaged in developing technologies and which are specialized in WEEE collecting, transportation, recycling and disposal;
· Scientists, engineers and technologists working in the field of environment protection;
· Representatives of the public ecological organizations. 
ORGANIZERS
· Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of the Russian Federation;
· UNIDO Center of International Industrial Co-operation in the Russian Federation;

· JSC “Moscow Committee for Science and Technologies”;
· Fund “National Cleaner Production Center of UNIDO in the Russian Federation”.
UNDER THE AUSPICES OF
· Committee of the State Duma of the Russian Federation on Natural Resources, Environmental Management and Ecology;
· Ministry of Industry and Trade of the Russian Federation;
· Federal Supervisory Natural Resources Management Service;

· Federal Service on Ecological, Technological and Nuclear Supervision;

· Government of the Republic of Tatarstan; 

· Ministry of Ecology and Environmental Management of the Moscow Region;

· Kazan Mayor’s Office;

· Russian Gubkin State University of Oil and Gas;

· The International Bureau of Integration Technologies;
· The Moscow City State Unitary Enterprise “Ecotehprom”;
· JSC “Transstroi-ecology”.
CONFERENCE WORKING LANGUAGES
Conference working languages: Russian and English. During the Conference simultaneous interpretation of all performances will be provided. 

CONDITIONS OF PARTICIPATION IN THE CONFERENCE
For participation in the Conference it is necessary to send by e-mail to the Steering committee secretary the following documents:

- registration form till the 20th of October, 2010;
- rundown on report and presentation till the 25th of October, 2010.
Conference fee for one official participant is 12 000 rubles (including VAT). It provides:
· participation in all Conference events, round tables, presentations;
· distribution of own advertising materials.
REQUIREMENTS TO RUNDOWN ON REPORT
Rundown on report should not exceed two pages. The size of all margins - 2 sm, font Times New Roman, style Normal, font size 12, unary line spacing. Pictures should be in separate tif, bmp files.
The headline is printed by capital letters (semi boldface font) in the middle of the page. In one space line please write author’s full name, hereinafter in one space line the text. After the text in two space lines - full name of the organization, address, contact phones, fax, e-mail and web-site. Rundown on report will be published in Conference materials in author's edition. 

STEERING COMMITTEE SECRETARIAT
1. Concerning participation (registration, advertising materials, rundown on report, exhibition area rent and other organizational issues) you can address to the authorized organizer – company “Iris Pro”. 
Tel./fax: +7-499-795-39-25, +7-495-972-26-33,

e-mail: eelom@mail.ru.

Focal person: Ms. Elena Grishina.
Steering committee secretary –  Ms. Nadezhda Kalachev.
Tel.: +7-499-233-95-66, mobile phone: +7-906-765-26-34,
e-mail: nadkalacheva@yandex.ru.
2. Services for booking the hotel are provided by the company “Business Hotel Groupp”.

Tel./fax: +7(495) 792-98-67, 8-926-590-19-03,
e-mail: eelom@mail.ru.
Focal persons: managers Ekaterina, Margarita.
The transfer from the airport to the hotel and back will be organized for additional payment.

For more information please visit web site http://www.unido.ru.
